4« Discovering Oregon by Rail: A
Journey Through Its Amtrak Stations

When it comes to exploring the beauty and diversity of Oregon, few modes of transportation
are as comfortable, scenic, and practical as train travel. The Amtrak rail network connects
some of Oregon’s most vital cities and picturesque regions, offering both convenience and a
taste of nostalgia. Whether you’re commuting between cities or embarking on a
cross-country journey, Oregon’s Amtrak stations make train travel not just possible—but
enjoyable.

vzy The Importance of Amtrak in Oregon

Oregon may be known for its lush forests, dramatic coastlines, and quirky cities, but beneath
its natural beauty lies an efficient rail infrastructure that links travelers across the state.
Amtrak plays a pivotal role in Oregon’s transportation ecosystem, providing both short-haul
and long-distance rail services. With several stations spread across urban and rural areas,
Oregon ensures rail access is never too far away.

The network of amtrak stations in oregon offers both accessibility and a window into the
landscapes that define the Pacific Northwest. From the bustling platforms of Portland to the
peaceful stops in Chemult and Klamath Falls, these stations reflect the state’s diversity.

2% Portland Union Station — Oregon’s Rail Crown Jewel

Portland Union Station stands out not only as Oregon’s largest and most iconic Amtrak hub
but also as a historic landmark. Located in the heart of downtown Portland, this station
features the famous “Go By Train” neon sign, a beacon for rail travelers entering the city.
With staffed ticketing services, baggage handling, ADA accessibility, and nearby transit links,
it sets the gold standard for Amtrak facilities in the region.

The station serves multiple Amtrak routes, including the Coast Starlight, Empire Builder, and
Amtrak Cascades, connecting Portland to Seattle, Los Angeles, Chicago, and more.
Travelers passing through Union Station enjoy the benefits of modern service wrapped in
vintage charm.



https://amtrak-station.com/stations/amtrak-stations-in-oregon/

11 Salem and Albany — Regional Hubs with Historic
Character

Heading south from Portland, you'll find the stations at Salem and Albany—both key stops
along the Amtrak Cascades and Coast Starlight routes. Salem, as the state capital, sees a
steady flow of commuters and tourists alike. The station is centrally located, offering easy
access to government offices, cultural landmarks, and the city’s beautiful downtown.

Albany’s station, meanwhile, is a nod to Oregon’s rail history. Its vintage architecture adds
charm to your travel experience, and it serves as an important access point for those in the
Willamette Valley. These two stations balance function and heritage, embodying the best of
Oregon’s rail service.

@ Eugene Station — A Student Gateway and Travel Hub

Located near the University of Oregon, Eugene Station buzzes with youthful energy. It
serves as the southern terminus of the Amtrak Cascades line and is also a stop on the Coast
Starlight. With its close proximity to the university, downtown, and local transit, it's a prime
station for students, families, and visitors alike.

Eugene is a vital southern anchor for Amtrak in Oregon, and its station provides indoor
seating, ticketing services, and accessibility features. For travelers looking to move between
Oregon’s biggest cities or continue on to California, Eugene is an excellent place to begin or
end your rail journey.

., Chemult and Klamath Falls — Rural Gems with
Scenic Access

For those venturing into southern or central Oregon, the stations at Chemult and Klamath
Falls offer invaluable access. Though smaller in scale, these stations connect remote areas
to the broader Amtrak network, serving both locals and tourists headed toward nature
destinations like Crater Lake and the Cascade Mountains.

Chemult is a simple, unmanned stop, but it's essential for skiers, hikers, and outdoor lovers
heading into the Deschutes and Winema National Forests. Klamath Falls, on the other hand,
is a full-service station and one of the last major stops before crossing into California via the
Coast Starlight route.

2 Amtrak Routes Serving Oregon



Oregon is served by three major Amtrak routes:

e Amtrak Cascades — Runs from Eugene through Portland and into Washington and
British Columbia.

e Coast Starlight — A scenic long-distance route from Seattle to Los Angeles via
Portland and Eugene.

e Empire Builder — Connects Portland to Chicago via the stunning Columbia River
Gorge.

Each route offers a unique experience, whether you're looking for scenic travel, quick
commutes, or cross-country adventure.

# Amenities and Passenger Services

The level of service varies depending on the station, but travelers can generally expect:

e Clean, safe waiting areas

e Ticket machines or staffed counters

e Restrooms and vending services (at larger stations)
e Parking options nearby

e ADA-compliant accessibility

e Proximity to buses or local transit

Some of the smaller—like Chemult—may offer only basic shelter and signage, so it's
important to plan accordingly if you're using more rural stops.

# Why Take the Train in Oregon?

Choosing the train over driving has its benefits in Oregon. For one, the views are
breathtaking—think snowy peaks, rolling valleys, and winding rivers visible from panoramic
windows. It's also a more eco-friendly travel choice, aligning with Oregon’s values of
sustainability and conservation.



More importantly, Amtrak allows you to relax, read, work, or simply enjoy the ride—without
the stress of traffic or parking. With Wi-Fi on select trains and comfortable seating, it's one of
the most enjoyable ways to experience the state.

/' Final Thoughts

Whether you're heading from Portland to Eugene, making your way south to California, or
catching the sunrise over the Columbia River, Oregon’s Amtrak stations are your entry points
to adventure. Each one, big or small, plays an essential role in connecting the people and
places of this diverse and beautiful state.

If you’re planning your next trip, take a closer look at the to find the perfect starting point for
your journey. You'll discover that the train isn’t just a means of getting there—it’s part of the
destination itself.


https://amtrak-station.com/stations/amtrak-stations-in-oregon/
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