
Exploring Amtrak Stations in Iowa: A 
Gateway to Scenic and Comfortable 
Travel 
Traveling across the United States by train offers a unique, relaxed, and scenic experience 
that many people are rediscovering today. For those living in or visiting the Midwest, Amtrak 
provides reliable and comfortable travel options, especially in Iowa. The amtrak stations in 
iowa connect the state to major cities, beautiful landscapes, and long-distance routes that 
crisscross the country. 

Whether you are planning a local trip, a cross-country adventure, or simply want to enjoy a 
peaceful ride through Iowa’s rolling fields and small towns, understanding where Iowa’s 
Amtrak stations are and what they offer can help you make the most of your journey. 

 

The Importance of Amtrak in Iowa 
Iowa might not be the first place people think of when considering train travel, but it plays a 
significant role in the Amtrak network. With several stations conveniently spread across the 
state, Amtrak offers an easy and affordable way to explore Iowa and beyond without the 
hassle of airports or long drives. 

Amtrak trains provide: 

●​ Comfortable, roomy seats​
 

●​ Large windows for scenic views​
 

●​ Freedom to move around the train​
 

●​ Generous baggage allowances​
 

●​ Onboard food and beverage options​
 

●​ A relaxing alternative to driving​
 

For those who want to slow down and truly enjoy the journey, Amtrak is a perfect choice. 

 

Overview of Amtrak Stations in Iowa 
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There are six primary amtrak stations in iowa, each serving different regions of the state. 
These stations provide important links to major Amtrak routes like the California Zephyr and 
the Southwest Chief, making it possible to travel from Iowa to cities like Chicago, Denver, 
Salt Lake City, Los Angeles, and San Francisco. 

Burlington Station (BRL) 

Located along the Mississippi River in southeastern Iowa, Burlington Station is a stop on the 
California Zephyr route. It’s a key connection point for travelers heading east to Chicago or 
west toward Denver and beyond. 

Mount Pleasant Station (MTP) 

Mount Pleasant Station is also part of the California Zephyr line and offers convenient 
access for residents of southeastern Iowa. It’s a smaller station but provides the same 
access to Amtrak’s popular cross-country services. 

Ottumwa Station (OTM) 

Ottumwa Station serves the southeastern part of Iowa and is an important stop for 
passengers traveling on the California Zephyr. It’s a convenient station for people heading 
west toward the Rocky Mountains or east toward the big city life in Chicago. 

Osceola Station (OSC) 

Osceola Station is the most accessible Amtrak station for residents of Des Moines and 
central Iowa. Many travelers from Des Moines use shuttle services to reach Osceola and 
connect to Amtrak’s network. It’s a popular stop along the California Zephyr route. 

Creston Station (CRN) 

Creston Station is located in southwestern Iowa and is known for its historic train depot. The 
station provides travelers access to the California Zephyr, making it easy to journey across 
the Midwest and to the western states. 

Fort Madison Station (FMN) 

Fort Madison is the only Iowa station served by the Southwest Chief, which travels between 
Chicago and Los Angeles. This station is ideal for those looking to explore the Southwest 
and the West Coast without ever setting foot on a plane. 

 

Key Amtrak Routes Serving Iowa 
Amtrak’s two famous cross-country routes pass through Iowa: 
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California Zephyr 

The California Zephyr is considered one of the most scenic train routes in North America. It 
travels from Chicago to Emeryville, California, just outside San Francisco. Along the way, 
passengers can enjoy breathtaking views of the Great Plains, the Colorado Rockies, and the 
Sierra Nevada mountains. 

In Iowa, the California Zephyr stops at: 

●​ Burlington​
 

●​ Mount Pleasant​
 

●​ Ottumwa​
 

●​ Osceola​
 

●​ Creston​
 

This route is ideal for travelers who want to experience the variety of America’s landscapes, 
from the rolling hills of Iowa to the majestic peaks of the Rockies. 

Southwest Chief 

The Southwest Chief connects Chicago to Los Angeles, crossing the Great Plains, deserts, 
and mountain ranges. The only Iowa stop for this route is Fort Madison, located in the state’s 
southeastern corner along the Mississippi River. 

The Southwest Chief is known for its classic American rail experience and its beautiful views 
of the Southwest. 

 

Advantages of Using Amtrak Stations in Iowa 
Choosing to travel via the offers many unique benefits, especially for those who prefer a 
slower, more scenic, and comfortable way to explore the country. 

1. Stress-Free Travel 

Forget about long security lines, flight delays, and highway traffic. Amtrak provides a relaxed 
environment where you can simply sit back, enjoy the ride, and let the train take you to your 
destination. 

2. Scenic Views 
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Iowa’s countryside is beautiful, and traveling by train offers an unbeatable perspective of the 
rivers, farms, and small towns that dot the landscape. 

3. Affordable Prices 

Compared to flying or driving long distances, Amtrak offers competitive ticket prices, 
especially when booked in advance. There are also discounts for students, seniors, and 
groups. 

4. Comfort and Space 

Amtrak trains offer roomy seats with plenty of legroom and the ability to move around freely, 
unlike the cramped spaces found on airplanes. 

5. Eco-Friendly Travel 

Train travel is a greener choice, reducing your carbon footprint compared to driving or flying. 

 

Travel Tips for Iowa Amtrak Riders 
If you’re planning to use one of thehere are some tips to make your journey even better: 

●​ Book Early: Popular routes and times can sell out, so reserve your seats as soon as 
possible.​
 

●​ Arrive Early: Plan to arrive at least 30 minutes before departure, especially if you 
need to check luggage.​
 

●​ Pack Smart: Amtrak’s baggage policies are generous, but it’s still wise to pack light 
for easy handling.​
 

●​ Bring Entertainment: Though some trains have Wi-Fi, you may want to bring books, 
movies, or music for long trips.​
 

●​ Explore the Train: Take advantage of the dining car, observation car, and lounge 
areas to stretch your legs and meet other travelers.​
 

 

Where Can You Travel from Iowa by Train? 
From the  you can reach some of the most exciting destinations in the United States, 
including: 
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●​ Chicago, IL – Perfect for city getaways, shopping, museums, and fine dining.​
 

●​ Denver, CO – Gateway to the Rocky Mountains and outdoor adventures.​
 

●​ Salt Lake City, UT – A hub for national parks and beautiful mountain landscapes.​
 

●​ San Francisco, CA – Explore the iconic Golden Gate Bridge and the Pacific 
coastline.​
 

●​ Los Angeles, CA – Visit sunny beaches, Hollywood, and famous landmarks.​
 

●​ Southwest USA – Discover desert landscapes, unique cultures, and historic towns 
via the Southwest Chief.​
 

Whether you're planning a weekend trip or an extended vacation, Amtrak can take you there 
comfortably and affordably. 

 

Final Thoughts 
The amtrak stations in iowa offer a wonderful starting point for adventures across the 
Midwest and beyond. Whether you are traveling for business, visiting family, or simply 
looking to experience the joy of train travel, Amtrak provides a stress-free, scenic, and 
enjoyable option. 

So, the next time you think about hitting the road or booking a flight, consider stepping 
aboard an Amtrak train instead. Iowa’s stations are waiting to connect you to a new 
journey—one that starts with the rhythm of the rails and unfolds with the beauty of the 
countryside. 
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